THE HOT INVESTMENTS IN PANAMA 
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Their has never been a better time to invest in Panama. Not only is their tremendous interest in Panama as a world-wide hot investment spot destination and tourist location but also an investment heaven. Economically Panama is going from strength to strength. Panama has consistently maintained one of Central America's highest per capita gross domestic products. 


Panama does not require the investor to have special permits, authorisation or registration to qualify as an investors. The 1998 Investment Stability Law protects foreign investors for ten years following the registration of an investment, land, property and businesses, shielding them from changes in tax, customs duties, municipal and labour laws.

Greater infrastructure has increased the flow of business people and tourism into Panama, thus fuelling the rapid increase from internal investment and by the external global investors. This has led to a shortfall in the housing market; therefore good accommodation is highly sought after and needed. 

The cost of living in Panama is lower than the US and much lower than Western Europe. Panama has currently an undervalued land and property market; however as has happened in countries like Bulgaria, Cyprus, Dubai, Turkey, Mexico and Ireland, prices are beginning to rise as more people discover the appreciating property and business hub advantages Panama has to offer.

Panama has long had an open door policy towards foreign investors and aggregated foreign direct investments. During the period 1996-2001 this reached US$3.5 billion. Panama’s investor confidence is based on, unique economic and free trade platforms, unlike other Latin American nations, service industries account for only 75% of Panama's GNP. Panama has the exclusive right to use the U.S. dollar on its par value. This combination has produced an economy registering an inflation rate of merely 1.1% in 2001.

Panama’s land mass area is approximately 29,700 sq. miles. Located in Central America forming the narrowest and lowest portion of the Isthmus that links North and South America. Panama has a coastline of 490 miles on the Atlantic Ocean and 870 miles on the Pacific Ocean. With 1518 islands and 2988 km of coastline. 

The Panama Canal joins the Atlantic and the Pacific Oceans. Panama is the land bridge between two continents, making it the crossroads of the world. The population of Panama is in the order of some 3.2 million. Panama capital is the only city in the world that has a tropical rain forest within its city limits. Panama City has high rise buildings and a skyline reminiscent of Manhattan and Hong Kong, with bright lights and commercial centres.

The administration, under President Martin Torrijos, has a strong popular majority, whose policies include programmes that are fuelling further economical growth. The International Monetary Fund recorded 5% real term growth for 2003, and their forecasts are very positive for the future.

Construction work for enlarging the Panama Canal has commenced, and participating in additional free trade associations are well in place. These measures have stimulated the economy still further. Panama's Colon Free Trade Zone (CFZ), established in 1953, is the largest in the Western Hemisphere and a second trade free zone has been approved and is under way, all within the Panama City district. 85% of the world's shipping is also registered in Panama.

Consider the following Investment and tax advantages along with the privacy laws and benefits to: -

· A US style infrastructure with a number of familiar names and businesses. 

· The US dollar is legal tender. Panama has a stable economy that has been based upon the U.S. Dollar since 1904. 

· Low inflation and zero foreign exchange risk. 

· Total absence of exchange controls. 

· One of the most flexible company laws in the world. 

· No restrictions on 100% foreign-owned companies. 

· No restrictions on mergers, acquisitions or joint ventures. 

· Foreigners can buy land and property with the same rights and protections as the Panamanian’s.

· Property tax exemptions apply to all new construction. 

· Panama is one of the best offshore havens in the world. 

· Investors companies and new residents pay no tax on foreign earned income. 

· English is widely spoken. 

· Panama has the highest rating for tourist safety from the Pinkerton Intelligence Agency. 

· Pensionado program (retiree incentive program) is the best in the world.

With land and property prices beginning to rising, you have the ideal opportunity to make considerable returns on your investment. Good Rental property is in high demand particularly in the highland areas, like Capira about 35 minutes drive from the capital. Even if you are not looking to live or retire for a while, this is an opportunity to get a foothold. 

The world's top 500 companies are doing business in Panama alongside other major companies. You will find just about every US franchise on the streets of the larger cities from McDonald's, Dominos, KFC, Pizza Hut, TGIF to Dunkin Donuts. [image: image2.jpg]


Over 100 International banks have branches in Panama. There are no “brass plate banks” but fully serviced branches. Panama has always been the second Switzerland of the banking world. 

A survey of 192 cities worldwide by the Corporate Resources Group, ranked Panama amongst the top ten cities in the world in which to live. The survey took into account investment, land, property, banking, transportation, crime rate, arts, entertainment, executive living expenses, recreation and prices of basic goods. Panama cost of living ranks well below other world-wide destinations (EIU, Worldwide Costing Survey). 

In the May/June issue of Modern Maturity magazine (the AARP magazine with the largest circulation of any consumer magazine in the world, upwards of 20 million subscribers) rated Panama, the fourth best retirement destination in the world. International Living magazine rated Panama even higher on their list at No.1.

Panama has a US style infrastructure, so offers an easy transition for US, Canadian’s and now U.K. and Europeans. There will be 70-80 million Baby Boomers reaching retirement age within the next 10 years from the US alone. The US Governments own statistics show that most of them will not be able to sustain their current standard of living by relying on savings, assets or pensions. So more baby boomers are considering retirement in Panama[image: image3.jpg]


 as a real option due to all the advantages.

The international mainstream press is also waxing lyrical about Panama, articles in National Geographic, Travel and Leisure, New York Times, LA Times Boston Globe and Harpers Bazaar are stimulating interest with descriptions such as "the most beautiful retreat in the world and almost undiscovered" (Harpers). "Known mostly for its canal, Panama is in fact an undiscovered tourist paradise" (Boston Globe). An article like this ensures that investors, tourists and retirees are aware of the many benefits Panama has to offer.

Panama has been ranked first again in the region for low cost of living, operational cost and index of labour by the Tripartite Committee, which consists of the Economic Commission for Latin America and the Caribbean (ECLAC), the Organization of American States (OAS) and the Interamerican Development Bank (IDB). Panama has full coverage from OPIC, MIGA, IDB and other multilateral entities. Political Risk Services (PRS) placed Panama in the top three countries of the hemisphere with the best risk-investment qualifications. Moody's and Standard & Poor's have also granted high ranking to Panamanian bonds.
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Building costs are still very competitive. Land with planning is very highly sought after along with rental property. These are exceptionally good investment, especially if they can be found in and around 50km of Panama City district.

The biodiversity and the geographical location of Panama means that it has an incredible variety of plant and animal life. Wilderness regions including rainforests, cloud forest and national parks. Panama is home to 940-recorded species of birds and includes habitats for 125 animal species found nowhere else in the world.

Temperatures are typically warmer in the lowlands and beach areas, 21 to 32 degrees centigrade and cooler in the mountain areas by a few degrees. Panama lies just outside the Hurricane belt.[image: image5.jpg]


 Not like Florida or those Caribbean islands.

Capira has a perfect spring-like climate at an elevation from 300 to 650 ft above sea level. Clean air, clear water, and a welcoming people. On our lush green gated park development we have ¼ acre plots with planning and all infrastructures to boot for your investment home with great hillsides and distant sea views included... Panama is by far the picture perfect location in the highlands of Capira district of Panama. This perfect location; just 35 odd miles drive from the cosmopolitan capital city limits via the motorway. You are never far from palm fringed beaches, or cooler mountain climates or rolling hills and tropical resorts that are all within easy reach of each other. 

No wonder these areas have been chosen by no less then twelve countries for their television programs like "Survivor".

 Panama is the smart choice, considering the best retirement program in the world - The Panama Pensionado program offers retirees excellent incentives including: 

· 1% reduction on home mortgages for homes used for personal residence. 

· 25% discounts on utility bills. 

· 25% discount on airline tickets and 30% on other transportation. 

· 15% discount on loans made in your name. 

· 20% discount on doctor's bills 15% on hospital services if no insurance applies. 

· 15% off dental and eye exams. 

· 10% discount on medicines. 

· 20% discount on bills for professional and technical services. 

· 50% discount on entrance to movie theatres, cultural and sporting events. 

· 50% discount at hotels during Monday to Thursday, 30% on weekends. 

Panama is the perfect location for affordability for every discerning taste! [image: image6.jpg]



The smart future investment choice is Panama!
      In the new emerging investment market, Panama is the smart choice!                                
The smarter future investment choice is Panama!
The smart emerging market investment choice is Panama!
The smart investor’s choice is Panama!
Panama the emerging new Hot Investment!  
